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UPOV Variety Denomination Classes:  

A Variety Denomination Should not be Used More than Once in the Same Class

For the purposes of providing guidance on the third and fourth sentences of paragraph 2 of 
Article 20 of the 1991 Act and of Article 13 of the 1978 Act and the 1961 Convention, variety 
denomination classes have been developed.  A variety denomination should not be used more 
than once in the same class.  The classes have been developed such that the botanical taxa 
within the same class are considered to be closely related and/or liable to mislead or to cause 
confusion concerning the identity of the variety. 

The variety denomination classes are as follows:  

(a) General Rule (one genus / one class):  for genera and species not covered by the 
List of Classes in this Annex, a genus is considered to be a class;   

(b) Exceptions to the General Rule (list of classes):  

 (i) classes within a genus:  List of classes in this Annex:  Part I;  

(ii) classes encompassing more than one genus:  List of classes in this Annex:  
Part II.

LIST OF CLASSES

Part I

Classes within a genus

Botanical names UPOV codes

Class 1.1 Brassica oleracea BRASS_OLE

Class 1.2 Brassica other than Brassica oleracea other than BRASS_OLE

Class 2.1 Beta vulgaris L. var. alba DC., 
Beta vulgaris L. var. altissima

BETAA_VUL_GVA;  
BETAA_VUL_GVS

Class 2.2 Beta vulgaris ssp. vulgaris var. conditiva Alef. (syn.:  B. 
vulgaris L. var. rubra L.), B. vulgaris L. var. cicla L., B. 
vulgaris L. ssp. vulgaris var. vulgaris

BETAA_VUL_GVC; 
BETAA_VUL_GVF

Class 2.3 Beta other than classes 2.1 and 2.2. other than classes 2.1 and 2.2

Class 3.1 Cucumis sativus CUCUM_SAT

Class 3.2 Cucumis melo CUCUM_MEL

Class 3.3 Cucumis other than classes 3.1 and 3.2 other than classes 3.1 and 3.2

Class 4.1 Solanum tuberosum L. SOLAN_TUB

Class 4.2 Solanum other than class 4.1 other than class 4.1
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LIST OF CLASSES (Continuation)

Part II

Classes encompassing more than one genus

Botanical names UPOV codes

Class 201 Secale, Triticale, Triticum SECAL;  TRITL;  TRITI 

Class 202 Panicum, Setaria PANIC;  SETAR   

Class 203* Agrostis, Dactylis, Festuca, Festulolium, Lolium, Phalaris, 
Phleum and Poa

AGROS;  DCTLS;  FESTU;  FESTL;  
LOLIU;  PHALR;  PHLEU;  POAAA 

Class 204* Lotus, Medicago, Ornithopus, Onobrychis, Trifolium LOTUS;  MEDIC;  ORNTP;  
ONOBR;  TRFOL

Class 205 Cichorium, Lactuca CICHO;  LACTU

Class 206 Petunia and Calibrachoa PETUN;  CALIB

Class 207 Chrysanthemum and Ajania CHRYS;  AJANI

Class 208 (Statice) Goniolimon, Limonium, Psylliostachys GONIO;  LIMON;  PSYLL_

Class 209 (Waxflower) Chamelaucium, Verticordia CHMLC;  VERTI;  VECHM

Class 210 Jamesbrittania and Sutera JAMES; SUTER

Class 211 Edible Mushrooms
Agaricus bisporus 
Agaricus blazei
Agrocybe cylindracea
Auricularia auricura
Auricularia polytricha (Mont.) Sscc.
Dictyophora indusiata (Ventenat:Persoon) Fischer
Flammulina velutipes
Ganoderma lucidum (Leyss:Fries) Karsten
Grifola frondosa
Hericium erinaceum
Hypsizigus marmoreus
Hypsizigus ulmarius
Lentinula edodes
Lepista nuda (Bulliard:Fries) Cooke
Lepista sordida (Schumacher:Fries) Singer
Lyophyllum decastes
Lyophyllum shimeji (Kawamura) Hongo
Meripilus giganteus (Persoon:Fries) Karten
Mycoleptodonoides aitchisonii (Berkeley) Maas Geesteranus
Naematoloma sublateritium
Panellus serotinus
Pholiota adiposa
Pholiota nameko
Pleurotus cornucopiae var.citrinooileatus
Pleurotus cystidiosus
Pleurotus cystidiosus subsp. Abalonus
Pleurotus eryngii
Pleurotus ostreatus
Pleurotus pulmonarius
Polyporus tuberaster (Jacquin ex Persoon) Fries
Sparassis crispa (Wulfen) Fries
Tricholoma giganteum Massee

AGARI_BIS
AGARI_BLA
AGROC_CYL
AURIC_AUR
AURIC_POL
DICTP_IND
FLAMM_VEL
GANOD_LUC
GRIFO_FRO
HERIC_ERI
HYPSI_MAR
HYPSI_ULM
LENTI_ELO
LEPIS_NUD
LEPIS_SOR
LYOPH_DEC
LYOPH_SHI
MERIP_GIG
MYCOL_AIT
NAEMA_SUB
PANEL_SER
PHLIO_ADI
PHLIO_NAM
PLEUR_COR
PLEUR_CYS
PLEUR_CYS_ABA
PLEUR_ERY
PLEUR_OST
PLEUR_PUL
POLYO_TUB
SPARA_CRI
MACRO_GIG

* Classes 203 and 204 are not solely established on the basis of closely related species.


